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AUGUST 2007 
  
SPEAKER FOR AUGUST 
 Our August speaker is Jack Norton.  Jack joined the United States Navy in 1938, yes that is 
correct.  I believe most of his navy time was spent with what was called the Asiatic Fleet during WWII.  He 
served on destroyers his entire time and left the Navy as Chief Machinist Mate.  This should be interesting 
for before the war their home ports were Manila for the winters and Shanghai in the summer.  

 —Richard Thorne 

SILENT AUCTION 
 During the meeting in August we will conduct a Silent Auction, proceeds from items 
donated always go to the Company’s war chest.  Remember to bring those goodies! 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE OPEN MESS OFFICER  
 Paul Conrad has advised us that he needs someone to handle the laptop and projector 
needed for the Open Mess presentation this year.  Can anybody volunteer to do this, or help in 
anyway? Contact Jay Stone. 
 

BOOKS PROJECT 
To my secret donor:  I won’t be attending the August meeting so please hold on to your books 
until I get back in September  — José 
 
 
     JULY SPEAKER  
      
     Our Michigan Company speaker for our  next   
     meeting was James R. Smith.  He served in the Vietnam  
     conflict in 1968 and 1969 in the U.S. Air Force.   
     He shared with us some very interesting experiences and 
     harrowing flying stories that we do not often hear about  
     Vietnam.  
       
     Thanks for a job well done. 
 

 

OFFICERS OF THE COMPANY 
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Executive Officer, Richard Thorne 
Adjutant, Richard Foster 
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Website: 
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Nazi planes fly over village for Cruise film  
Tue Jul 17, 8:38 AM ET  
 

 
 
Vintage World War Two aircraft bearing 
swastikas and other Nazi symbols flew low over 
the German village of Loepten near Berlin 
Sunday, but local residents had been warned in 
advance -- it was for a film. 
 
The planes were being used to film a segment of 

Hollywood thriller "Valkyrie," starring Tom 
Cruise. He plays German army Colonel Claus 
von Stauffenberg, who was executed after a 
failed attempt to assassinate Hitler in 1944. 
 
 Pictures taken by locals of the planes flying at 
low altitude over the village were published in 
Bild newspaper on Monday. "The residents were 
warned about possible noise," it quoted Mayor 
Friedrich Schoenfeld as saying. 
 
 It is illegal to display Nazi symbols in public in 
Germany, although filmmakers and theatrical 
companies are exempted. 
 
  
Copyright © 2007 Reuters Limited. All rights 
reserved.  

 

 

The race to find £10m Nazi gold 
hoard  

by TONY RENNELL  

18/07/07 - News section 

 

Field marshal Erwin Rommel had had 
enough. He had battled in the sands and 
waddis of North Africa with the armies of 
his Africa Korps for two years, first making 
spectacular gains against the British, then 
seeing his sworn enemy Montgomery push 
his panzers steadily back to the sea.  

Starved of the support he felt he needed 
from his Fuhrer, Rommel - known as the 

Desert Fox - decided early in 1943 to take a 
'health cure' holiday. He raised his baton to 
his staff officers as he boarded a plane for 
Rome. 'I will be back,' he told them.  

But he never was. The German adventure in 
the desert was ending in chaos and defeat. 
Soon, all the German forces in North Africa 
were fleeing the continent.  

But did the Field Marshal - or, more 
particularly, some of his senior officers - 
take away more from North Africa than that 
empty promise to return?  

In the chaos of those days, a potent legend 
was born that Rommel's men had not left 
empty-handed. Packed into ammunition 
boxes, it was said, were bars of gold, trinkets 
and diamonds, all the terrible fruits of their 
pillaging of the Jewish communities in 
Tunisia.  

And there lies one of the mysteries that has 
intrigued and lured treasure-hunters ever 
since World War II. Because the gold, if it 
ever existed, disappeared, if not into thin air 
then into murky waters.  
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Some stories say the booty was seized by a 
group of renegade German soldiers and 
buried somewhere in the desert, to be dug 
up and enjoyed once the war was over.  

Others report that it was on its way to 
Hitler, to add to the vast riches he had 
looted from every country his storm-
troopers had overrun since 1939.  

But this particular contribution to the 
reserves he was building up to underwrite 
the sagging German economy never reached 
the Berlin bank vaults. The boat carrying it 
foundered somewhere off the island of 
Corsica and its cargo was lost.  

Another version is that SS officers took it, 
crossed the sea, probably to somewhere near 
Corsica, and then anchored the boxes either 
to the seabed or in a sea cave, to be retrieved 
in less troubled times when their fabulous 
contents could be secretly and luxuriously 
enjoyed at leisure.  

There seems to be some evidence for this 
from German diver Peter Fleig (though this 
name was probably an alias). He was with 
the SS - the vast army-withinan-army which 
ran the Third Reich's security, concentration 
camps and extermination programmes and 
was headed by the fearsome, acquisitive and 
corrupt Heinrich Himmler.  

Fleig told Allied troops, who later arrested 
him in Italy, that in 1943 he was ordered to 
help four officers hide six steel ammunition 
boxes in an underwater cavern off the 
eastern coast of Corsica, and he did not 
know their contents.  

Yet the stories, however vague and 
uncertain, have inspired adventures and 
adventurers. Forty years ago, the eccentric 
British peer, Lord Kilbracken, a journalist, 
was wandering through Europe and heard 
rumours of the gold in a dirty waterfront 

hotel at Ajaccio, the Corsican capital. He 
launched an expedition by sea but his divers 
found nothing.  

Last year, a German television company 
from the station ZDF sent a team of divers 
to Corsica and scoured the waters off the 
coastline with sonar equipment, until the 
French authorities on the island turfed them 
off for not asking permission and fined 
them. They, too, found nothing.  

Now, however, a British expert has said he 
knows for sure where the treasure is, 
according to reports from Paris, and he 
plans - with the consent of the French - to go 
after it, if he can raise the money to fund the 
operation.  

Terry Hodgkinson - a television 
screenwriter whose credits include 
Midsomer Murders and Lovejoy - has 
researched Rommel's gold for 15 years. 

'We are confident of the location,' he says. 
The treasure apparently lies in waters less 
than a nautical mile off Bastia, the seaport in 
northern Corsica. 'But it will require the 
latest techniques to retrieve it.'  

He believes the steel ammunition boxes, 
though soldered together, will have broken 
apart after 64 years in salt water and be sunk 
deep in the sand. The seabed will have to be 
vacuumed if it is to give up its secrets, 
which will be time-consuming and costly.  

The rewards, though, could be great. The 
gold alone - said to be 440lb - would be 
worth more than £2 million at today's prices, 
though the proceeds would be split with the 
French authorities.  

This, Hodgkinson says, will be an official 
treasure hunt, with the support of the 
French maritime archaeological department 
in Marseilles.  
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This mystery hoard may have been 
attributed to Rommel, but he may well have 
been unaware of it. Hodgkinson says the 
gold had probably not been acquired by the 
Field Marshal, though he was the 
Wehrmacht commander in North Africa. 
The culprit was one of the SS's most sinister 
characters, Colonel Walter Rauff, who was 
operating in the area at the time.  

Rauff's notoriety places him alongside 
Eichmann and Hoss (the commandant of 
Auschwitz) in Nazi demonology. According 
to the recently de-classified MI5 files on 
him, it was Rauff who perfected the first gas 
chamber - a van, in which the carbon 
monoxide exhaust was diverted into the 
airtight rear compartment.  

As head of technical affairs, it was his 
answer in 1941 to the hard physical and 
psychological slog of the SS execution 
squads shooting the tens of thousands of 
Jews rounded up in Russia.  

The trucks he designed could kill between 
25 and 60 people at a time. It was a short 
step from these mobile death chambers to 
the fixed ones at extermination camps such 
as Auschwitz and Dachau.  

Reports show that in 1942 he was posted to 
Tunis to lead an SS task force which cut a 
swathe through the local Jewish 
communities, killing indiscriminately.  

His instructions were to conduct 'executive 
measures on the civilian population', Nazi-
speak for mass murder. At least 2,500 
Tunisian Jews are believed to have died in 
his slave labour camps.  

Amazingly, Rauff survived the war and the 
retribution that followed. He was held in an 
American internment camp in Italy, but 
escaped, went into hiding and made his way 
to South America, after a brief stay in Syria 

where he is said to have tortured Jews on 
behalf of the intelligence services.  

He settled in Chile, where General Pinochet 
refused requests from the German 
government to extradite him to face trial.  

Rauff, an unreconstructed, unrepentant 
Nazi to the end, had the cheek to ask the 
Germans to give him his military pay. He 
died of a heart attack in 1984.  

So was it Rauff's Gold, not Rommel's Gold? 
Probably, but not certainly. Rommel had a 
reputation, during the war and after, for 
being a 'good German', who did his job as a 
soldier and stayed out of the terrible 
excesses of the regime he served.  

He died, forced to commit suicide, after 
being implicated in the bomb plot to kill 
Hitler in 1944.  

But can any one of his high standing in the 
Reich have been unaware of the truth? 
Revisionist historians in Germany suggest 
that even Rommel's hands were dirty.  

His victories in the desert, says historian 
Jorg Mullner, opened the way for Rauff and 
his extermination machine to operate on 
another continent. And for those collections 
of stolen gold, diamond and jewelry to be 
amassed in SS coffers.  

If there really is gold waiting to be 
discovered off the Corsican coast, whoever's 
name is on it, it is tainted treasure. If it 
cannot be returned to the heirs of those from 
whom it was taken (and Hodgkinson does 
say it is his intention to do that), perhaps it 
would be better left in those murky waters 
and the even murkier past. 
Find this story at 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.
html?in_article_id=469401&in_page_id=1770 
©2007 Associated New Media.
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Citizen Marine Awarded Silver Star 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Military.com 

By Beth Zimmerman Still  |  July 20, 2007 
 
Crouched and flattened against a waist-high wall, 
Marine Sgt. Jeff Hunter could see the muzzle 
flashes of the enemy AK-47 as it took out 
chunks of the wall by his head. In the middle of a 
shoot-out with a fortified insurgent in western 
Iraq, Hunter never could have known he'd later 
be hailed a hero.  

But two years after that May 2005 firefight - and 
a year after he finished his Reserve contract - 
Hunter, 28, received the Silver Star on June 18 at 
City Hall in Albuquerque, N.M., for 
"conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity" in Iraq 
during the summer of 2005 - including two fire 
fights in which he pulled a fellow Marine out of 
enemy fire. 

Originally an administrative clerk at 
Albuquerque-based Delta Company, 4th 
Reconnaissance Battalion, Hunter deployed to 
Iraq as an infantry fire team leader with 
Columbus, Ohio-based Lima Company, 3rd 
Battalion, 25th Marines, in March 2005. 

In the early hours of May 25, then-Cpl. Hunter 
set out on foot with Lima Company toward 
Haditha's market district in the opening days of 
Operation New Market.  

According to Hunter, the company planned to 
arrive at the market by sunrise in order to catch 
insurgents by surprise. He said the trip seemed 
like any other, until a Marine shot a stray dog 
that had charged him. About ten seconds later, 
"all hell broke loose," Hunter said. 

The award citation released by the Corps and 
interviews with Hunter and his fellow Marines 
reveal the platoon was ambushed by small arms 
fire that seriously wounded an officer on the 

patrol. Sgt. David Wimberg, Hunter's squad 
leader, ordered the squad to take a house to their 
left, where they were receiving fire.  

Wimberg hopped the fence and opened the gate 
for Hunter's fire team, then kicked in the door 
and ran inside with Hunter on his heels. 

"Sgt. Wimberg barely took a second step into the 
room before a muzzle to an AK-47 was 
presented [at his chest] and fired several times," 
Hunter said in a recap of the events he wrote 
after the firefight. 

When Wimberg fell to the ground, "I 
instinctively reached down and grabbed him, 
pulling him back out of the house," Hunter 
wrote. "I dragged him to the right of the door 
under a window and lay on top of him while I 
heard him wheeze for us to frag the room." 

Hunter called for two of his squad mates to take 
Wimberg to their corpsman while he pushed 
forward with the attack on the house.  

"In the back of my mind, I knew that I was now 
in charge of the squad and I had to get control of 
the situation," he wrote. 

"Acting as squad leader, [Hunter] reorganized 
his Marines and led them into the insurgent 
position…ultimately securing the house with 
close-range small arms fire and hand grenades," 
according to the Corps release. Wimberg later 
died as a result of his wounds, but Hunter's 
actions during the firefight "enabled his company 
to regain its momentum," the release said. 

Two months later, Hunter's platoon was tasked 
with sweeping a couple small towns west of 
Baghdad the morning of July 28. According to 
Hunter, the patrol had been uneventful until Cpl. 
Andre Williams started to knock on the door of a 
house in Cykla. 

"Right as he went to knock, a heavy-machine 
gun shot him through the door," Hunter said. 
That kicked off a four-hour firefight between 
nine insurgents bottled inside the house and 
Hunter's platoon. 

When some of the insurgents fled to another 
nearby house, Hunter maneuvered his squad 
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closer, using their own cover fire to move to a 
rooftop overlooking the second house. 

A couple hours into the firefight, the other two 
squads were still engaged in the at the first 
house, but rounds were no longer coming from 
the second house. When Hunter's squad cleared 
the house, they found an empty rocket-propelled 
grenade launcher, but no shooter. 

They moved to the back yard where livestock 
were frantically running around following the 
hours of shooting going on around them. In the 
midst of the chaos, two of Hunter's Marines 
broke off to search two small cinder block 
buildings for enemy fighters.  

As Lance Cpl. Christopher Lyons - Hunter's 
closest friend in the platoon - crossed the 
threshold of one of the buildings, he was shot by 
an insurgent fortified inside. 

Hunter and his Marines took cover in a room of 
the building, which was still under construction. 
The wall was about three feet high, with huge 
portions missing for windows, Hunter said.  

Crouched against his portion of the wall, about 
15 feet from the insurgent's position, "I could see 
the muzzle flashes from the doorway [from] the 
guy shooting…while the AK-47 was just taking 
chunks out of the wall," Hunter said.   

"It got pretty scary there for a minute." 

During that fight, Hunter "shot two enemies and 
made two unsuccessful attempts in the face of 
enemy fire to retrieve a wounded Marine," the 
Corps release said.  

Hunter "then ran across a fire-swept street to link 
up with a M1A1 tank, guided it's fire and 
directed it to breach the building," the release 
added. "This action neutralized one insurgent 
and allowed the extraction" of Lyons, who had 
been mortally wounded. 

According to Shawn Bryan, who deployed as a 
sergeant with Lima Company in 2005, Hunter 
promised Lyons he'd take care of his family if 
anything happened to Lyons. After Lyons' death, 
Hunter established an email friendship with 

Bethany, Lyons' widow - a relationship that 
eventually blossomed into a romantic one.  

"Because [Hunter] knew Christopher and loved 
him…I think that's what brought us together in 
the beginning," said Bethany. "We've both 
helped each other in that grieving process we 
both went through." 

They were married last May, and Hunter, who 
has a year left in the Individual Ready Reserve, 
is in the process of adopting Lyons' daughter. 
The two also had a son in February. 

"He's my hero…not just for what he did there, 
but what he did when he came home," said 
Bryan.  

Meanwhile, Hunter said he has "mixed feelings" 
about his Silver Star.  

"I honestly don't believe I did anything all that 
heroic," Hunter said. "I feel like I was just doing 
my job," he said. He'd "gladly trade" the medal if 
it would bring back Wimberg or Lyons. 

"I know he says he didn't do anything too 
heroic…but in our eyes - the Wimbergs and 
mine - it was," Bethany countered.  

Hunter currently has six classes left at the 
University of New Mexico, and he's working for 
Bryan in Albuquerque. A soft-spoken Marine 
who prefers to stay out of the spotlight, Hunter 
said his classmates have no idea he received the 
medal. 

"He got the Silver Star for what he did," said 
Bryan. "But he did what he did because that's 
who he is."  
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WWII flying bomb found in London 

 

LONDON, England (Reuters) -- Police closed 
streets near London's Canary Wharf financial 
district on Saturday after an unexploded German 
flying bomb from World War II was found on a 
construction site.  

Bomb disposal experts were called in to make 
the V1 missile safe after it was unearthed close 
to the east London complex that houses 80,000 
office workers during the working week, police 

said. At weekends the area is busy with shoppers 
and visitors. 

Police closed several roads around the site in 
Millharbour, a road in the former docklands. 

"Ambulance, fire and police are there and the 
building site has been evacuated," a London 
police spokesman said. The area was cordoned 
off, he said. Thousands of V1s, nicknamed 
"Doodlebugs", were fired at the capital during the 
war, with the docks a prime target. 

Hundreds of unexploded bombs from the war are 
buried across the country, according to 
government figures. They are unearthed from 
time to time, often during building excavations. 

Canary Wharf's tenants include Bank of America, 
Barclays, Citigroup, HSBC, the Independent 
newspaper group and Reuters. 

Copyright 2007 Reuters. All rights reserved.This 
material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed. 

 
New Book  
A spy for Hanoi working for US 
news organizations 

 

During the Vietnam War, Time reporter Pham 
Xuan An befriended everyone who was anyone 

in Saigon, including American journalists such as 
David Halberstam and Neil Sheehan, and the 
legendary Colonel Edward Lansdale not to 
mention the most influential members of the 
South Vietnamese government and army.  

None of them ever guessed that Pham An who 
was feeding information to American journalists 
was also providing strategic intelligence to Hanoi, 
smuggling invisible ink messages to the jungle 
inside egg rolls. His early reports were so 
accurate that General Giap joked, "We are now in 
the U.S. war room." For more than twenty years, 
An lived a dangerous lie and no one knew it 
because he was a master of both his jobs. After 
the war, An was named a "Hero of the People's 
Army" and promoted to general - one of only two 
intelligence officers to ever achieve that rank. 

"Perfect Spy illustrates the proposition 
that truth can be stranger than fiction. 
Larry Berman has brilliantly captured 

Pham Xuan An's incredible double life. 
His book is informative history with the 

attributes of a Cold War spy thriller." 
 

- Robert Dallek 

www.larrybermanperfectspy.com 
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KEEP�EM FLYING?  �  JAA 
 There�s no sound like that of round engines slowly murmuring across the skies.  Sitting 
at lunch a few days ago that sound urged my sons and I to run outside and look up.  And there it 
was the unmistakable silhouette of a B-25 westerly bound to Oshkosh, perhaps. This was a sweet 
reminder of childhood years when many war surplus veterans flew across the islands carrying 
cargo and passengers. Some, like the veteran C-47/DC-3 still do. 
 But I was also reminded about the debate regarding whether or not some of these best 
examples of venerable aircraft owned by private museums and owners should be flying, or 
whether it is time to preserve them for posterity.  Personally, I love to see them fly, but one can�t 
help but to wonder.  This summer has seen a series of incidents which will surely fuel the debate. 
 
Warbird lands on Highway 41, Vintage T-6 Texan trainer just misses motor home, trooper squad  
By Peggy Breister July 23, 2007 
 
 

   

 
When he stopped Sunday night to help an RV with a flat tire on Highway 41, Scott Hlinak never expected a 
near-miss with an airplane. 
 “The pilot of the 1951 Texan T-6 Warbird slammed the plane down between the two troopers,” 
said Fond du Lac County Sheriff’s Department Sgt. Ryan Waldschmidt. “Then he bounced it over the 
trooper and the motor home. Then it came down and rolled to a stop.”  (For a video of this marvelous work 
or airmanship see our website) 

Pilot killed in collision at Wisconsin air show 

July 29, 2007 

OSHKOSH, Wisconsin (AP) -- Two single-engine war planes at an experimental air show collided while 
landing Friday, killing one of the pilots and injuring the other, officials said. The Federal Aviation 
Administration said the collision between the two P-51 Mustangs happened at 3:17 p.m. after the 
planes finished a performance at the Experimental Aircraft Association's annual AirVenture 
show. 
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Vintage Beech C-45 Crashes  July 19, 2007 

BOULDER COUNTY, Colo. -- A vintage Beech C-45 (Beech 18) from a flying museum crashed and burned in a 
rural area near the Boulder County line Thursday morning. Witness said that the plane was coming in from 
the east when it clipped a few trees and slammed into the pavement at County Road and Niwot Road, 
causing its wheels and part of an engine to bounce off.  
 The plane then snagged a power pole, skidded into a field and burst into flames. The two men 
inside escaped with moderate injuries. The aircraft belonged to a wing of the CAF, the Commemorative Air 
Force (formerly the Confederate Air Force)  
 "One of the pilots climbed out of the side door. He then turned around and helped the other guy 
out. They were both a little burned and pretty bloody and beat up. And then, at that time, a helicopter who 
witnessed it from the air, landed right here on the road. And he ran over and we got the guys on the ground 
until the ambulance got here," said witness Jeremy Roff. 
 

    
http://warbirdinformationexchange.org 

 
 

"No Shore Too Distant"  
   
The boy knows who will not kill him but will 
save him.  
     Look at the soldier standing upright and 
alert while everyone else runs! The picture is 
of the scene after a bombing in Baghdad. 
Adding to the chaos of the bombing which 
killed at least 21 people and injured at least 
66 was a shooter, maybe targeting people in 
the crowd.  
     Amid all the Iraqis who are running from 

the gunfire was a U.S. soldier, standing tall, 
perhaps looking in the direction of the 
gunshots, not apparently looking for cover.  
 An Iraqi boy seeks shelter behind the 
soldier, a member of the 82nd Airborne 
Division.  
     The first picture shows it all. The kid's 
face shows he is scared to death, and he's 
running to the safest spot he can find:  this 
soldier who stands between him and 
danger.  
—Sent by Karl Lowenberg

 

        

That kid just wrote a virtual essay on "What America means to me" 
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Air Force repatriates remains 
from Libya  

by Staff Sgt. J.G. Buzanowski  
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs  
 
5/21/2007 - WASHINGTON (AFPN) -- Air 
Force officials recently returned from Libya 
with the remains of 72 deceased Americans, 
believed to be family members of Airmen 
once stationed at Wheelus Air Base located 
outside of Tripoli, the nation's capital.  
 
Mark Blair, the chief of Air Force Mortuary 
Affairs, was one of the experts called to fly 
to Tripoli and head the project.  
 
"The Air Force was notified by the State 
Department and we were told that there 
were Americans still buried there," Mr. Blair 
said. "Wheelus was active from about 1958 
to 1972 as a B-52 (Stratofortress) base and 
Airmen were permitted to have their families 
with them."  
 
The two-week unearthing process was an 
arduous one as Mr. Blair and his three-
person team worked with local contractors to 
recover the 35- to 50-year-old remains. 
Conflicting schedules and religious holy 
days limited the amount of time they could 
all work at the site. Overall, 70 infants and 
two adults were repatriated from the 
cemetery.  
 
"The government of Libya was very helpful 
in facilitating this humanitarian effort and we 
appreciate their cooperation, which allowed 
us to repatriate these remains back to the 
United States," Air Force officials said.  
 
The dead were buried at a cemetery run by 
the Italian military, which had offered 
Americans stationed at Wheelus a free plot 
and marker. At the time, there was no 

entitlement for American service members 
to have deceased family flown home, so 
many Airmen took the Italians up on the 
offer, Mr. Blair said.  
 
"The cemetery was being renovated and 
downsized, so had we not recovered the 
remains, we would have lost all accounting 
for them," he said. "The records said there 
were about 50 Americans buried there, but 
then we found a separate Catholic section 
where we found 16 more infants."  
 
In addition to the remains, Mr. Blair and his 
team took several photographs and rubbings 
of the markers. Their goal now is to locate 
family members to see if they would like 
remains returned to them for burial at a 
family plot.  
 
"This was the right thing for the Air Force to 
do," Mr. Blair said. "We certainly couldn't 
have done it without the help of the State 
Department, The embassy staff or the 
outstanding support of Air Force leaders. 
This is a perfect example of the Air Force 
stepping up to take care of its own."  
 
If anyone thinks they may have, or know 
someone who has, family who might have 
been buried at Wheelus AB, call the Air 
Force Mortuary Office at 800-531-5803.  

http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123052534 
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of Military Historians and Collectors (MCMH&C) only the various neuroses of the editor. The MCMH&C is a non-partisan, 
non-ideological association. All members are welcome to submit material, letters, “for the good of the company items”, 
etc. 

MEETINGS of the MCMH&C take place the second Monday of every month at O’Malley’s Grill and Pub, 
5080 Alpine NW. 784-7600 (Socializing begins at 6:00p.m. followed by business meeting and dinner at 

7:00p.m., and program at 8:00. 


